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PREFACE

COVID 19, or the Coronavirus as it is commonly used, came into our lives sud-
denly and unexpectedly and forced us all to fundamentally change our entire life
routine. Each of us was doing things we should do in our daily routines at school,
at work, at home, and social life was going on as long as possible in cafes, restau-
rants, neighbourhood markets, shopping malls, and streets. But when the Corona
epidemic has compelled people to stay at home, beyond breaking away from the
routines we are used to, people also started to adapting to an isolated state of
existence from the social life we are accustomed to, the fear of catching a deadly
virus and death, and of course, for those who had to close their jobs or were
unemployed, there was also a concern for subsistence.

The Corona crisis has left the world’s unshakable national authorities vul-
nerable and desperate, dependent on each other. Faced with the depletion of
resources, it has become the nightmare of all the national wealthy who are con-
cerned about lost or diminished profits. However, virtual money, which does not
fit into national boundaries as before and is said to have no colour, race, religion,
language, as is often said, has proven its global sovereignty.

Companies want and make the public pay the cost of the change forced by the
structural crisis of capital masked by the epidemic. Companies that add profits
to their profits both on the rise of capitalism as well as during its crisis are deter-
mined to maintain profitability by creating new riches in crises while imposing the
burden on the public. The unfairness in the distribution of crisis support pack-
ages between companies and the public clearly demonstrates this. But, as history
is being written tomorrow, this period will be called after Corona before Corona
and nothing will be the same as before.

Social economy principles can be a good starting point to discuss the new
paradigm in the preparatory processes for the construction of the post-capitalist
world. The social economy proposes ways to transform the existing economy,
which seeks to grow and earn more profits by destroying and wasting resources,
into living in harmony with nature and an economy that will serve people.

Social economy appears in many societies in different forms of cooperation,
cooperatives, or various mutual funds. The increasing number of solidarity-based
social economic practices around the world increases due to a growing number
of people living in extremely poor living conditions and in deep poverty. Today,
because of the Corona crisis, many people lost their jobs and regular income.
Therefore, the street economy is gaining more importance in these conditions.
Street vendors still come to the rescue of the poor and low-income citizens. The
citizens, who cannot afford the products sold in the shops, choose them. Street
vendors go to poor neighbourhoods where there is not even a market. These peo-
ple meet the needs of the elderly and the patients who cannot go out. Regardless
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of the epidemic, whether they are citizens of the country or migrant recycling
employees, they still bring the waste to the economy.

This book comes as a complement to our first book Global Street Economy and
Micro Entrepreneurship, where street economy was discussed with all its social,
economic, and political dimensions, actors, sectors, and functions. In this work,
for the first time, street economy is discussed in terms of how it is related to social
economy and how it contributes to the four main components of social economy,
which are supply of needs, social benefit production, fair distribution, and sus-
tainability. Reciprocity is the mechanism that makes relational and organisational
life possible. When reciprocity finds an economic expression for providing goods
and services to people and communities, the conclusion is social economy. In
these difficult times, witnessing the best and worst aspects of human nature, street
economy is the most basic component, indicator, and guarantee of the egalitar-
ian, solidarist, sharing and truly participative social economy and democracy in
epidemic or in health without questioning the identity or origins of the groups
in need.

This book is aimed to discuss that the street economy which flourishes with the
externalities and failures of capitalism is the foundation stone of social economy.
For 170 years, most of the capital owners and companies have neither cared about
the dignity of the people who have created their company, nor have they cared
to combat the impending environmental disaster. This crisis put an end to two
centuries of despair in the mind and action of an important segment and showed
that another way and solution is possible. It is possible to see the possibility of
a new social economy with participatory democracy that eliminates labour as a
commodity with traditional and micro-scale enterprises and enterprises that pro-
duce social, economic, and cultural benefits, and where people and their labour
are not merely a ‘resource’.

This book will discuss how social, solidarist, sharing, and collectivist economic
systems such as street economy can provide humanistic and sustainable solutions
against capitalism, which is environmentally unsustainable, socially unfair, and
cannot guarantee the happiness and dignified living conditions of anyone any-
where on the planet.

We would like to thank the founders of SWG, India’s Arbind Singh, Argentina’s
Oscar Silva, and Spain’s Cesar Garcia Alan for their contribution to the globali-
sation and institutionalisation of the work, and academicians and researchers
from all different fields who contributed to this book.

We owe the visibility of millions of street vendors, artisans, and entrepre-
neurs, who have been pushed, marginalised, deprived of their basic human
rights, and ignored in hundreds of years, to our local and national politicians
who resolutely brought their problems to the agenda, and to the special repre-
sentatives of the media that brought these problems to their newspapers and
magazines. On this occasion, we owe a debt of gratitude to our politicians who
kept this invisible section of society on the agenda during the pandemic days and
bravely expressed their crucial problems, and all media members who brought
the problems of street vendors to their headlines, from America to India, from
[zmir to Erzurum.
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Last but not the least, we would like to thank the founders and members of
all street vendors associations and cooperatives for their determined and devoted
work, and our special thanks to the Chairman of the Izmir Street Vendors
Association, Evren Lagin, who has survived in the streets and squares of Izmir,
since childhood by peddling and devoted all his time and energy to solve this
ancient problem permanently.

Dr Osman Sirkeci and Prof. Dr. Kamuran Elbeyoglu
Izmir, Turkey, 2020
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