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SERIES EDITORS’ PREFACE

We welcome this extensive focus on embodiment and representation to our
Advances in Gender Research series. The guest editors and contributors from
the United States, El Salvador, and the Dominican Republic take intersec-
tional and interdisciplinary approaches to the body and its representation. The
research settings are varied from the ballet and the gym to the college campus
and media. The authors demonstrate that beauty varies not only with gender,
race, ethnicity, class, body configuration, and location but also with one’s per-
ception of self and others. The impacts of stereotypes and European norms
are evident in everything from the clothing choices of Muslim office workers to
the self-images of mixed-race women and non-binary individuals in the dating
scene, as is the importance of self-care in the face of such symbolic violence.
Hair is a focus not only for women losing theirs during cancer treatment but
also for Black women shopping for haircare products and ballerinas. A focus
on weight and body type occurs across chapters and countries as well. We hope
readers will come away from the volume with new definitions of beauty and a
new understanding of embodiment.

Vasilikie Demos, University of Minnesota, Morris, USA
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