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Series Introduction Volume 14 edited by Dianne Chambers

The adoption internationally of inclusive practice as the most equitable and
all-encompassing approach to education and its relation to compliance with
various international declarations and conventions underpins the importance of
this series for people working at all levels of education and schooling in both
developed and less developed countries. There is little doubt that inclusive edu-
cation is complex and diverse and that there are enormous disparities in under-
standing and application at both inter- and intracountry levels. A broad
perspective on inclusive education throughout this series is taken, encompassing a
wide range of contemporary viewpoints, ideas and research for enabling the
development of more inclusive schools, education systems and communities.

Volumes in this series on International Perspectives on Inclusive Education
contribute to the academic and professional discourse by providing a collection of
philosophies and practices that can be reviewed considering local contextual and
cultural situations in order to assist governments, educators, peripatetic staffs and
other professionals to provide the best education for all children. Each volume in
the series focusses on a key aspect of inclusive education and provides critical
chapters by contributing leaders in the field who discuss theoretical positions,
quality research and impacts on school and classroom practice. Different volumes
address issues relating to the diversity of student need within heterogeneous
classrooms and the preparation of teachers and other staffs to work in inclusive
schools. Systemic changes and practice in schools encompass a wide perspective
of learners to provide ideas on reframing education to ensure that it is inclusive of
all. Evidence-based research practices underpin a plethora of suggestions for
decision-makers and practitioners, incorporating current ways of thinking about
and implementing inclusive education.

While many barriers have been identified that may potentially constrain the
implementation of effective inclusive practices, this series aims to identify such
key concerns and offer practical and best practice approaches to overcoming
them. Adopting a thematic approach for each volume, readers will be able to
quickly locate a collection of research and practice related to a topic of interest.
By transforming schools into inclusive communities of practice, all children can
have the opportunity to access and participate in quality and equitable education
to enable them to obtain the skills to become contributory global citizens. This
series, therefore, is highly recommended to support education decision-makers,
practitioners, researchers and academics, who have a professional interest in the
inclusion of children and youth who are marginalising in inclusive schools and
classrooms.
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Volume 14 in the International Perspectives on Inclusive Education series
provides a wealth of ideas, research and practice about the use of assistive
technologies to support inclusive education. Technology is no longer considered a
novel option but is seen as fundamental to supporting inclusive education. The
use of technologies encompasses all stakeholders including school staff, parents
and the students themselves. Without guidance, though, participants may be
faced with decisions about appropriate selection and application of technologies
for which they are not prepared. The strong emphasis in this volume specifically
on how existing and emerging technologies can be used to support inclusive
education provides much needed guidance and direction for all involved with
inclusive practices.

Technologies have the capacity to inspire teachers, parents and students to
become inventive, imaginative and creative. At the same time, they can also instil
fears or anxiety if the user is unfamiliar with the technology or feels threatened by
it, due to a lack of knowledge or understanding about how it can be best used to
support a child. This volume carefully addresses this issue empathetically by
having a very strong focus throughout on presenting the use of technologies in a
clear and concise way so that regardless of prior experience the reader will be able
to gain a better understanding of what works best in which situation. Each
chapter incorporates best practice approaches that are practical and authentic in
the use of assistive technologies for supporting learning for all children and
youth. The highly acclaimed internationally representative authors go beyond the
initial identification of options to exploring the reality of how these may be best
applied in the inclusive classroom to enable improved and effective access to the
curriculum regardless of student need.

The myth that more expensive technologies are always best is defuncted. Low-,
mid- and high-technology alternatives are all considered as to their effectiveness
depending upon the need of the child and the availability and sustainability of
introducing more complex equipment in schools. This volume specifically considers
how technologies may be identified, selected and used effectively across a range of
diverse contexts within developed and less developed countries.

Not only do the authors in this volume identify and evaluate the usefulness of
a range of assistive technologies for supporting learners to access the curriculum,
but also they consider the sustainability of use. Providing appropriate services to
schools to support the use of technologies is a critical aspect of selection and
application. The authors address this through discussing a variety of approaches
that can be employed to provide support across both city and more remote
districts. Information on establishing support networks and monitoring and
evaluating their effectiveness are all included and provide extremely useful
models for ensuring that assistive technologies can sustain the purpose for which
they are being introduced.

While the emphasis in this volume is on the use of assistive technologies for
supporting academic learning for children and youth with special educational
needs, the importance of technology for social inclusion is also paramount. The
authors throughout this book offer a valuable balance between how assistive
technologies can assist in supporting learners to access the curriculum while also
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encouraging and supporting the development of distinctive and unique person-
alities. In many instances, technologies are key elements for enabling effective
communication and social interactions within families and with teachers and
other support staff. Of equal importance is that choosing the correct communi-
cation device will encourage independence and peer interaction, thus allowing the
social-emotional development of individuality and preparation for living in
society.

I unequivocally endorse Volume 14 for all school staff, district coordinators,
peripatetic personnel and parents who are engaged with finding the best assistive
technologies to support their learners with special educational needs. This volume
will also appeal to university academics, students and researchers who are tasked
with understanding best practice technologies for preparing them to work within
inclusive schools. Within the book, selected chapters enable the reader to choose
a specific area of interest and to locate best practice ideas grounded in research, as
explored by leading international and local experts in the field of assistive tech-
nologies. This volume will be an excellent resource across many disciplines and
international regions.

Chris Forlin
Series Editor
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