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VOLUME INTRODUCTION

In our first volume of 2017, we present a symposium on the historical episte-
mology of economics, guest edited by Till Diippe and Harro Maas. The sympo-
sium features contributions from both guest-editors, as well as Loic Charles
and Christine Théré, Hsiang-Ke Chao, Thomas Stapleford, and Tobias
Vogelgsang. The contributions to the symposium cover an array of topics from
Charles and Théré on the scientific understanding of the eighteenth-century
French Physiocrats, to Chao and Maas’s inquiry into Jevons’ and Marshall’s
respective diagrammatical methods, Vogelsang’s research on the ways that the
American military administrators of postwar Germany reconfigured the given
institutional context in order to generate policy-relevant economic statistics and
reports, Diippe’s investigation of Gerard Debreu’s personal values and their
influence on Debreu’s theorizing about economic value, and Stapleford’s argu-
ment that the French tradition of historical epistemology amounts to a more
philosophically respectable historiography than the narrow study of authorial
intentions typical of research in the history of economic thought. We are quite
pleased with the symposium and expect it to impact new research in the meth-
odology of the history of economics.

The present volume also features a general-research contribution from
Cameron Weber on the “value paradox” in art economics. Weber argues that a
paradox exists in the conception of value adopted in the unique field of art (or
“cultural”) economics relative to the standard conception of the broader eco-
nomics discipline.

Our “From the Vault” section features a long-lost essay by Marc Nerlove,
winner of the John Bates Clark Medal in 1969 and 2012 Distinguished Fellow
of the American Economic Association. Originally penned in 1953, when
Nerlove was a mere 19-year-old undergraduate, “Some Notes on Cournot and
the Bargaining Problem” displays a remarkable understanding of the problem.
The paper was written when Nerlove was a research assistant to Jacob
Marschak and Tjalling Koopmans at the Cowles Commission, but was only
recently unearthed from the Marschak Papers at UCLA. Nerlove’s archival
contribution includes a new foreword by Olav Bjerkholt.

Luca Fiorito

Scott Scheall

Carlos Eduardo Suprinyak
Editors
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