PREFACE

This book is the result of my research at the Department of Economics of
Groningen University, during the period 1993-1998. Many people helped me
along the way. I am grateful to my PhD advisors Jan Oosterhaven and Erik
Dietzenbacher, who taught me many valuable lessons. Jan van der Linden
provided a great data set with which I could start my research. During the stage
of analysis, many people came along who knew a lot about the topics I was
struggling with. I thank Bart Los, Jan Jacobs, and Marianne van den Berg for
our discussions and collaboration. Further, I received support from my
colleagues of the Spatial Economics Section: Piet Boomsma, Dirk Stelder, Dirk
Strijker, and Frans Sytsma. I am also thankful to management assistant Herma
van der Vleuten, who did not hesitate to bend the rules a little, thereby making
it easier for me to finish the research project. At the end of the process, Gerard
Eding provided great support by reading various draft versions and giving
useful comments. Jakob de Haan, Geoffrey Hewings and Bert Steenge read the
final manuscript and gave me very useful final remarks. I am grateful to all
these colleagues. Finally, I thank Fieke van der Lecq, not only for commenting

on draft material, but also because without her help this book would not have
existed.

The Hague, December 2001

xi

© Emerald Group Publishing Limited



Xii

“Our failures in linking theory with data, either too closely or too loosely, come
in part from our excessive specialization. Some economists imagine the data
(theorists), some imagine how to analyze imagined data (econometric
theorists), some collect the data (usually government statisticians), and others
analyze the data (applied econometricians). It seems healthier to us if we
collectively make more of an effort to bridge the gaps between these distinct
functions. Better communication between theorists and data analysts would be
helpful. For example, we think it would be extremely valuable if international
trade theorists attempted to connect aspects of their theories to observable
phenomenon by indicating what data would shake their faith in the usefulness
of the theory that they present.”

Edward E. Leamer and James Levinsohn, 1994, International Trade Theory:
The Evidence, NBER Working Paper, no. 4940, p. 2.
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