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The papers contained in this volume represent the proceedings of a conference held at
Institut d’Economie Industrielle, Toulouse in October 1993. The Institut de la Recherche
Agronomique and the Région Midi-Pyrénées provided most of the financial support.

The volume consists of fourteen papers which cover a substantial part of the modern
industrial organization of agriculture and agri-food industries.

This book is organized in three parts which aim at covering three aspects of the func-
tioning of agricultural markets: its mechanisms, its failures and its regulations.

In preparing this volume, I have benefitted from the advise of Jean-Jacques Laffont and
Quang Vuong who both did also a great job in co-organizing the conference. I would like
also to thank all the discussants and other speakers:

Jean-Pierre Amigues, Jean-Marc Bourgeon, Jean Cavailhes, Jay S. Coggins, Francis De-
clerk, Harry De Gorter, Eric Giraud-Héraud, Hervé Guyomard, Pierre-Alain Jayet, Pascal
Lavergne, Thierry Magnac, Hervé Ossard, Isabelle Perrigne, Pierre Picard, Shyama Ra-
mani, Vincent Requillart, Francois Salanié, Paul Seabright, Michel Simioni, Jean Tirole,
Michel Trommetter, Claude Viau, Michael Visser.

Last but not least, this conference and the present volume would not have been pos-
sible without the competent and devoted help of the Institut d’Economie Industrielle’s
secretarial staff.

David Martimort
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