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INTRODUCTION

Research in Economic History is a refereed journal, specializing in economic
history, in the form of a book. We publish articles that follow the standard
formats of economics journals, but we can also accommodate longer pieces,
historical narratives and articles that primarily present newly constructed
datasets.

In this volume, Charles reports on his work transcribing and analyzing the
handwritten records of Swiss trade statistics between 1885 and 1913. He uses his
newly constructed dataset to compute several measures which identify the sources
of comparative advantage of the Swiss economy, and compares those measures to
similar measures for France. Surprisingly, he finds that the goods exported by the
Swiss were similar to those exported by the much larger French economy.
However, the Swiss economy showed itself to be more flexible in terms of export
industries over the period.

Didenko also reports on a dataset, in this case it is an extension of a dataset
previously made available. His goal is to understand the sources of finance for
investments in human capital in Russia from the late imperial period through to
the modern day. His research supports the arguments of Gerschenkron that the
government of late industrializers compensated for the lack of capital and
infrastructure by direct investments.

Galofre-Vila’s article is an unusual one for our journal. It is a study of the
discipline of economic history itself – real-time history of economic thought. He
creates a database of articles published in major economic history journals from
1980 to 2018. He performs a network analysis that shows how scholars were
interconnected. He reveals changes over the decades in the subjects of economic
history research, and the countries and universities in which that research has
been carried out.

Geloso and Hinton construct a consumer price index for Canada 1870–1900
which includes goods (clothing and household furnishings) omitted from existing
indices. The improved price index implies a much more rapid rate of growth in
Canadian real incomes over that period than found by earlier studies. This is an
important contribution to Canadian economic history which should change views
of the country’s development and role in the North Atlantic economy.

Hooks examines an aspect of the development of America’s peculiar “dual”
banking system, that is the existence of “national” banks, chartered and regulated
by a federal authority, operating alongside banks chartered and regulated by state
authorities. Oddly, Texas did not allow state banks until 1904, when a proposal
for a state bank system was passed by plebiscite. Hooks analyzes the relationship
between the votes for the new system in a county with the county’s demographic
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and economic characteristics and the degree to which the county was already
served by national banks. Her analysis helps explain why Texas was so slow to
adopt state banking, and why it finally did.

Officer and Williamson construct data on numbers and value of slaves
imported to the US over 1790–1860. They estimate the effect of the international
slave trade on the US balance of international payments and conclude among
other things, that federal and state laws prohibiting the slave trade were effective.
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