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Preface

The edited collection Families in Economically Hard Times: Experiences and
Coping Strategies in Europe was initiated by the members of the European
Sociological Association’s Research Network ‘Sociology of Families and Intimate
Lives’ (ESA RN13). The editors invited researchers to contribute their papers
presented at sociological conferences, and also invited prominent authors who
work on corresponding themes.

The book provides readers with novel knowledge on experiences and behav-
iour strategies of European families during the decade after the global economic
crisis at the beginning of the twenty-first century. The research studies provide
answers to the questions: how challenges emerging in an economically hard
context influenced the way of life of European families? Which known and
unusual behaviour strategies are specific to families of various configurations in
solving vital issues caused by the latest economic crises? Research results focus on
material deprivation, functional solidarity and practices concerning co-residence,
sharing of money and food acquisition.

Authors from six countries (Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Spain, Switzerland
and the UK) present original research results by developing and applying inno-
vative theoretical and methodical approaches for a deeper understanding of
phenomena. The most promising papers that best correspond with the book’s
aims, and give an integrated vision, are included in the collection. The editors of
the book express special gratitude to Benedicte Brahic, Donatella Bramanti, Berit
Brandth, Esther Dermott, Jacques-Antoine Gauthier, Detlev Liick and Claude
Martin whose valuable comments enabled to significantly improve the quality of
the book’s content.

The main benefits of the book are the following: the novelty of findings,
innovative research approaches and, finally, international dimension in terms of
countries represented and compared in the empirical analyses. The editors hope
that this edited collection will be a useful reading for researchers, teachers, stu-
dents, professionals and others who are interested in scientific knowledge on the
family in economically hard times.

Vida éesnuityté & Gerardo Meil
Book editors
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