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BWINT	 Builders and Woodworkers International

CAS	 Court of Arbitration for Sport

CBC	 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation

CGF	 Commonwealth Games Federation

CMS	 Culture, Media and Sport

COHRE	 Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions

CSHR	 Centre for Sport and Human Rights

DSD	 Difference of sexual development

FIFA	� Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association



x Abbreviations

FINA	 Fédération Internationale de Natation

FIS	 Fédération Internationale de Ski

GANEFO	 Games of the New Emerging Forces

HCC	 Host City Contract

HDI	 Human Development Index

HRW	 Human Rights Watch

IAAF	� International Association of Athletics 
Federations

ICOS	� International Centre for Olympic Studies

IF		 International federation

IOC	 International Olympic Committee

ISJL	 International Sports Law Journal

ISL	 International Swimming League

ISU	 International Skating Union

ITUC	 International Trade Union Confederation

LA	 Los Angeles

LGBTQ	 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer

NBA	 National Basketball Association

NCAA	 National Collegiate Athletic Association

NGO	 Non-governmental organisation

NOC	 National Olympic Committee

OFSTED	 Office for Standards in Education

PGA	 Professional Golfers’ Association

PwC	 PricewaterhouseCoopers



xiAbbreviations

RSF	 Reporters sans frontières

RUSADA	 Russian Anti-doping Agency

SDP	 Sport for Development and Peace

SLC	 Salt Lake City

SRA	 Sport and Rights Alliance

UAB	 Autonomous University of Barcelona

UEFA	 Union of European Football Associations

USAG	 USA Gymnastics

USOC	 US Olympic Committee

WADA	 World Anti-doping Agency

WMA	 World Medical Association

WPA	 World Players’ Association



This page intentionally left blank



xii i

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

My first venture into sport studies came about in 1980 when 
I wrote a term paper on Canadian women’s sport history. 
My Ph.D. supervisor and friend (and baseball fan), Professor 
Mary O’Brien, encouraged me to extend my analysis to con-
temporary sport issues. I followed her advice. Now, in 2020, 
this book marks the culmination of four decades of research 
and activism on sport-related topics.

It is not possible to acknowledge all the women and men 
who have challenged my thinking and my analysis, includ-
ing family, friends, activists, and colleagues in Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, US, UK, and Europe. As well, there are 
countless individuals whom I’ve never met in person, but to 
whom I feel connected through email and social media. And, 
as always, I want to thank my children and my partner, Liz, 
for their love and support, and Liz for her usual excellent 
proofreading.

Thanks to Philippa Grand for encouraging me to publish 
with Emerald in 2018, and to the team at Emerald for their 
ongoing support. When Philippa and Helen Beddow asked 
me to write this book for Emerald’s SocietyNow series, I was 
more than happy to accept their invitation. On the topic of 
sport, Emerald now has a book series, Emerald Studies in 
Sport and Gender, which Helen and I edit. Proposals are most 
welcome!


	The Olympic Games: A Critical Approach
	Contents
	Abbreviations
	Acknowledgements



