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About the Author

Dr Mfon Akpan, the Assistant Accounting Professor at Methodist University,
integrates advanced technology into accounting practices. His academic contri-
butions, particularly in artificial intelligence, guide practitioners in adapting to the
evolving accounting landscape. Dr Akpan’s commitment to innovation sets a new
horizon for accounting research and education, inspiring future generations to
redefine what is achievable.
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Preface

In an era where the only constant is change, the accounting profession stands at a
pivotal juncture, facing the dual forces of tradition and transformation.
“Future-Proof Accounting: Data and Technology Strategies” seeks to bridge this
divide, offering a visionary perspective on integrating cutting-edge data and
technology within the realm of accounting.

This work was conceived with a singular purpose: to empower accounting
professionals, educators, and students to confidently navigate the uncharted
waters of digital disruption. It is a testament to our profession’s resilience and
adaptability and a guidebook for those committed to staying relevant in a rapidly
evolving landscape.

The journey through these pages is expansive and exploratory, beginning with
a deep dive into the technological underpinnings of reshaping accounting. From
the intricacies of artificial intelligence and blockchain to the transformative
potential of cloud computing and cybersecurity, we unpack the complexities and
opportunities of these technologies.

As we delve into CPA evolution, narrative underscores a pivotal shift toward a
more technologically adept accounting workforce, highlighting the critical skills
and knowledge areas essential for modern accountants. The discussion of data
analytics and digital transformation sheds light on the essential role of data in
driving decision-making and operational excellence.

The exploration extends into the innovative terrains of Ethereum and
non-fungible tokens (NFTs), examining their burgeoning impact on accounting
practices and their broader implications within the digital asset ecosystem.
Through the lens of emerging challenges, such as phishing scams, ransomware
attacks, and regulatory compliance imperatives, the manuscript offers a prag-
matic approach to navigating the complexities of cybersecurity and legal adher-
ence in the digital age.

In addressing the advent of robotic process automation, smart contracts, and
the nuances of sustainability reporting, “Future-Proof Accounting” showcases the
myriad ways technology can enhance, augment, and redefine accounting func-
tions. The role of technology consultants and the importance of embracing
continuous innovation are highlighted as the cornerstones of a future-proof
accounting strategy.

“Future-Proof Accounting: Data and Technology Strategies” is a call to action
for the accounting profession to embrace new technologies and data-driven
strategies. It invites us to look beyond the horizon, embrace the transformative



power of technology, and chart a course toward a future where accountants are
not just number crunchers but strategic visionaries and technologically savvy
advisors.

As you turn these pages, I invite you to embark on this journey with an open
mind and forward-looking perspective. The future of accounting is not just about
adapting to change but about leading it.

Welcome to the future of accounting!

xii Preface
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