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FOREWORD

Teachers, school management teams and school support staff have a duty and
moral obligation to identify and respond to Safeguarding concerns and to
support and protect children in their care. Reading about Safeguarding, what
it is, what it entails and how it should be responded to in educational contexts
is a relatively easy concern. Understanding how children end up in positions of
vulnerability in the first place, the nature of Safeguarding risks and concerns
and how to enhance pupil engagement and teaching practice in relation to
Safeguarding is far more difficult. In developing and organising this edited
collection we seek to provide a resource that supports you in learning about
these latter types of concerns but also complements the wider endeavours of
schools, universities, trainee teachers/ECTs and school support staff in relation
to understanding and meeting the needs of pupils who may be vulnerable or at
risk of safeguarding concerns. In preparing this collection we have made no
assumptions about your prior knowledge, but we do recognise that if you are
new to this subject area or teaching, then you may feel a little overwhelmed by
the volume of concerns that are contained in this collection and the implica-
tions of them. Please do not be! If you are simply ‘visiting’ the ‘collection’, then
you will quickly realise that each and every chapter has something to offer in
terms of increasing your knowledge and understanding of Safeguarding. If you
are stopping with us and reading the ‘collection’ in an ‘in-depth’ way (we hope
this is the case), then you will undoubtably have a far more comprehensive
insight. All we ask you to do from here is to reflect on what you read and
issues raised here in relation to your role, how you teach and how you engage
with children. We also encourage you to go find ‘space’ in your practice to
have conversations with your colleagues and children when relevant about
your practice, your perspectives and the ways in which your understanding
informs your practice and the quality of your teaching in relation to
Safeguarding.

William, Aidan and Helen
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