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Mark Harvey applies a wide-angle lens to
the ultimate global crisis – climate change –

demonstrating that a social scientific
understanding of the historical development
of societal ecologies is crucial. An original
contribution of importance to all concerned
with understanding problems and solutions.
–Alan Warde, Sustainable Consumption Institute,

University of Manchester, UK

Working with and building upon the
generative insights of Karl Polanyi, Mark
Harvey delivers a penetrating and original
analysis of the climate emergency, grounded
in an integrative, historical, and comparative
method. Climate Emergency establishes a
new benchmark, and provides new tools,
for the critical social-scientific study of
global climate change.

–Jamie Peck, University of British Columbia,
Canada

Coping with anthropogenic climate change
requires us all to “follow the science”. This
must include the insights of historical and
social sciences, which are epiphenomena of
the planetary degradation of recent centuries.
Mark Harvey’s concept of sociogenesis is
a landmark contribution, which he
operationalizes in this book to explicate the
emergency we now face. He highlights the
economic and ethical dilemmas not of
humanity in the abstract, but of concrete
political societies around the world with very
unequal endowments and histories.

–Chris Hann, Max Planck Institute for Social
Anthropology, Germany
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