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Preface

Green criminology was officially inaugurated 29 years ago. Since then, it has
largely enriched the criminological discipline by introducing new critical perspec-
tives, theories, concepts and areas of research. In the past five years, the attention
of green criminologists has been directed at the Global South as the geographi-
cal site that experiences the severest consequences of harmful environmental
practices. This book presents in an ordered and reader-friendly way, an inclusive
overview of the basic pillars of a Southern green criminology, providing a com-
prehensive theoretical, philosophical and methodological description of them.
Such criminological direction is simultaneously a scientific and a political endeav-
our, aimed at combating the environmental harms that affect the geographical
and the metaphorical Souths.

The main topic of this book is the conflicts that arise in the interaction between
human beings and our natural environment, seen from a Southern perspective
with a focus on the victimisation of the South. The book is divided into two parts.
The first part presents the pillars of a Southern green criminology from a theo-
retical perspective. The six chapters in Part I outline the elements that comprise
the scientific paradigm I lay out: ontology (Chapter 2), epistemology (Chapter 3)
and methodology (Chapter 6). Part II addresses key topics of interest to green
criminologists: climate change, land-grabbing, biopiracy, animal exploitation and
human environmental victimisation. I conclude with a proposal for how to pre-
vent Southern green criminology from losing its relevancy and for transforming
the many social dynamics that produce ecological discrimination into contribut-
ing constructively to a just future. This conclusion draws inspiration from my
knowledge exchanges with members of more than 20 Colombian Indigenous
communities.

This is the first book exclusively dedicated to the topic of a Southern green
criminology. Its appearance is propitious, thanks, first, to the strength of the
umbrella project of a Southern criminology and second, because of the pressing
nature of environmental threats that are pushing the entire world to seek alter-
natives to prevent and curb environmental harms in every corner of the globe
(Ness, 2008).
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communities in Colombia — the daily problems faced in academia seem minute
in relation to those experienced by Indigenous communities. My confusion arose
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