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To my father Frank Mosco, whose devotion to the New York 
City he loved earned a new name for the Manhattan block we 
lived on: Mosco Street.

To my grandparents Lucy and Vincent DiPilato. Immigrants 
to America. Driven out of the coal-mining town of Barton, 
Maryland by the Ku Klux Klan. Planned a return to Italy. 
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I’d got a bit o’ the brave by now an’ I asked our 
visitor why Prescients with all their high Smart’n’all 
want to learn all ‘bout us Valleysmen. What could 
we poss’bly teach her what she din’t know? The 
learnin’ mind is the livin’ mind, Meronym said, an’ 
any sort o’ Smart is truesome Smart, old Smart or 
new, high Smart or low.

— David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas: A Novel
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