PERSPECTIVES ON ACCESS
TO HIGHER EDUCATION



Great Debates in Higher Education is a series of short,
accessible books addressing key challenges to and issues in
higher education, on a national and international level. These
books are research informed but debate driven. They are
intended to be relevant to a broad spectrum of researchers,
students, and administrators in higher education and are
designed to help us unpick and assess the state of higher edu-
cation systems, policies, and social and economic impacts.

Recently published titles:

Access to Success and Social Mobility through Higher
Education: A Curate’s Egg?
Stuart Billingham

The Marketisation of English Higher Education: A Policy
Analysis of a Risk-based System
Colin McCaig

Refugees in Higher Education: Debate, Discourse and Practice

Jacqueline Stevenson and Sally Baker

Radicalisation and Counter-radicalisation in Higher Education
Catherine McGlynn and Shaun McDaid

Forthcoming titles:

Cultural Journeys in Higher Education: Student Voices and
Narratives
Jan Bamford and Lucy Pollard

Dissent in the Neoliberal University

Sean Sturm and Steven Turner

Degendering Leadership in Higher Education
Barret Katuna



PERSPECTIVES ON ACCESS
TO HIGHER EDUCATION

Practice and Research

BY

Samantha Broadhead
Leeds Arts University, UK

Rosemarie Davies
The Skills Company, UK

Anthony Hudson
University of East London, UK

P cmerad
PUBLISHING

United Kingdom — North America — Japan
India — Malaysia — China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2019

Copyright © Samantha Broadhead, Rosemarie Davies and
Anthony Hudson, 2019. Published under exclusive licence.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, transmitted in any form or by any means electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without
either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence
permitting restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright
Licensing Agency and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance
Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of the
authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the quality
and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation
implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and
application and disclaims any warranties, express or implied,

to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British
Library

ISBN: 978-1-78756-994-2 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-78756-991-1 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-78756-993-5 (Epub)

ISOQAR certified
Management System,
awarded to Emerald
for adherence to
Environmental

standard Y,
ISOQAR 150 14001:2004. oy
\4“ ‘L‘,’
N A
Certificate Number 1985 -

1ISO 14001 INVESTOR IN PEOPLE


http://permissions@emeraldinsight.com

CONTENTS

List of Tables vil
About the Authors ix
Preface xi
Introduction

Samantha Broadhead 1

1. Access to Higher Education: from Margin
to Mainstream

Samantha Broadhead 15
2. Access to Higher Education: Monitoring and

Standardisation

Samantha Broadhead and Rosemarie Davies 47

3. Learning on a Bespoke Access Programme
Anthony Hudson 77

4. The Trust between Access to Higher Education Students
and Their Tutors: A Practitioner Research Project

Rosemarie Davies 99

5. Accessing Postgraduate Education

Samantha Broadhead 119
Conclusions
Samantha Broadhead, Rosemarie Davies and 147
Anthony Hudson
Index 159



Chapter 1
Table 1.1.

Chapter 3
Table 3.1.
Table 3.2.

Table 3.3.

Table 3.4.

Chapter 4
Table 4.1.

LIST OF TABLES

Examples of Early Access Activity Identified
by Parry {1996) But Not Necessarily

Identified by the Russell Committee. . . . . .

Students by Age Range — Bespoke Access

Programme. . . . . . . ...

Students by Age Range — Access fo HE

Diploma Courses. . . . . . . . . ... ..

Students by Gender — Bespoke Access
Programme and Access fo HE

Diploma Course. . . . . . . . . ... ..

Students by Ethnicity — Bespoke Access

Programme. . . . . . . ...

Rating of Characteristics of Trust by Access

to HE Staff Team. . . . . . . . . . .. ..

Vil



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Samantha Broadhead is Head of Research at Leeds Arts
University in the North of England. Her doctoral research
carried out with the University of Sunderland used narrative
inquiry in order to investigate the experiences of mature stu-
dents in art and design. Previously, she has lectured on post-
compulsory education for the University of Leeds. She serves
on the Editorial Board of the Open University’s Journal of
Widening Participation and Lifelong Learning; carries out
review work for Forum for Access and Continuing Education
(FACE) and is a member of the Inclusive Arts Education
Forum (IAEF). Broadhead publishes work on widening par-
ticipation in art and design education. Among other recent
writings, she published ‘Inclusion in the Art and Design
Curriculum: Revisiting Bernstein and “Class” Issues’, in
Hatton, K. (Ed.) (2015) Towards and Inclusive Arts Education,
published by Trentham Books, London. Broadhead has
Co-authored with Professor Maggie Gregson (2018) Practical
Wisdom and Democratic Education — Phronesis, Art and Non-
traditional Students published by Macmillan Palgrave.

Rosemarie Davies has worked in Further Education (FE) for
over 30 years and has 20 years’ experience of teaching and
managing provision on a range of higher education (HE)
courses, both in further education colleges and with a
Manchester-based training provider. Since 1993, she has
worked extensively with a variety of universities at the



X About the Authors

interface between FE and HE. Davies has been involved in a
significant number of curriculum developments including
franchised HE provision and Access to HE. Recently, Davies
has worked with university partners in the development of
degree and higher apprenticeships. Davies is a Trustee of an
Access to HE awarding organisation and is committed to
providing opportunities for students from non-traditional
backgrounds. In 2012, Davies provided a case study called
Higher Level Provision at the Churchgate Academy, which

was published by the Association of Learning Providers.

Anthony Hudson is a Research Manager at Continuum, the
Centre for Widening Participation Policy Studies at the
University of East London (UEL) and is currently undertak-
ing doctoral research on the identity of Access to HE tutors.
He is a Social Scientist by training, a Fellow of the Higher
Education Academy and an experienced manager, teacher
and researcher. Before returning to higher education, he
worked in the not-for-profit sector where he was General
Secretary of a learned and professional society. He has taught
on a range of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes
specialising in research methods at a number of post-1992
institutions. Hudson developed and taught on New
Beginnings (UEL’s fast track HE access programme). Since
joining Continuum, the Centre for Widening Participation
Policy Studies at UEL, he has managed a diverse portfolio
and undertaken a wide range of consultancy, research and

evaluation projects at local, national and international levels.



PREFACE

In June 2017, a group of researchers and practitioners
interested in Access to HE came together in order to facili-
tate a special Access seminar at the 24th Forum FACE
Annual Conference, hosted in partnership by the Glasgow
School of Art and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.
There was a shared belief that Access to HE was still an
important aspect of widening participation and more
research was needed in this area. Later, in September 2017
their collaboration continued when they presented Alive
and Kicking: Perspectives on Access Education at British
Education Research Association (BERA) held at the
University of Sussex, Brighton.

The work explored in the afore-mentioned seminars was
then developed to become the basis of this book. The writers
(working in further and higher education) offer an account
of Access education from various points of view and
represent the diversity that exists in Access provision. For
example, the Access to HE Diploma (AHED) is currently
monitored by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education (QAA) and is usually taught at level three in
colleges. However, some universities deliver in-house
bespoke Access courses that range in duration from one
semester to a full academic year, covering a range of skills
and subjects, but with a focus on internal progression. The

Xi



Xii Preface

researchers represented in this book value ‘close to practice
research’ and utilise a range of approaches.
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