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2020) INVOLVING NEOLIBERALISM AND POPULISM

1979 MARGARET THATCHER ELECTED PRIME MINISTER AND BEGINS TO SHIFT
THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY TO ‘THATCHERISM’ — THE BRITISH VERSION OF
NEOLIBERALISM

1979-90 MARGARET THATCHER PURSUES GENERALLY NEOLIBERAL POLICIES.
1990-97 JOHN MAJOR — THATCHERISM/NEOLERALISM ‘WITH A HUMAN FACE’
LABOUR STRUGGLES TO REORIENTATE IDEOLOGICALLY/ELECTORALLY
1997-2010 LABOUR SHIFTS TOWARDS NEO-LIBERALISM UNDER BLAIR/BROWN

‘Our greatest achievement was Tony Blair. We forced our opponents to change’
(Margaret Thatcher quoted in Jones, 2015, p. 51).

IN 1995 THE LABOUR LEADER GAINS THE REMOVAL OF THE COMMITMENT TO
NATIONALISTION IN THE PARTY’S CONSTITUTION

LABOUR’S SO-CALLED ‘THIRD WAY’ ADOPTS NEOLIBERAL ECONOMICS WHILE
PURSUEING SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC POLICIES BUT NOT NATIONALISATION

2007-8 THE FINANCIAL CRASH/FOLLOWED BY THE GREAT RECESSION
2010-16 DAVID CAMERON PRIME MINISTER. AUSTERITY

THE POPULIST ANTI-EUROPEAN UNION, PRO-TIGHT IMMIGRATION CONTROL
UNITED KINGDOM INDEPENDENCE PARTY (UKIP) GAINS INCREASING SUPPORT

2016 BREXIT. BRITAIN VOTES NARROWLY TO LEAVE THE EU
CAMERON RESIGNS

2016-19 THERESA MAY BECOMES PRIME MINISTER. HER ‘ONE NATION’
CONSERVATISM IS PARTLY ‘TO SPIKE” UKIP’S POPULIST APPEAL

2019 CONSERVATIVE POPULIST BORIS ‘GET BREXIT DONE’ JOHNSON BECOMES
PRIME MINISTER TAKING A LARGE SLICE OF LABOUR’S WORKING-CLASS
TRADITIONAL VOTE. THE COST OF COVID-19 PUTS IN DOUBT HIS ‘PAY BACK’
PROMISE TO THE ‘RED WALL’ VOTERS.
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